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© Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and ſhut thy door about thee : hide thyſelf as it | 
* For, behold, the Loan commerh ove-atihts hang aubtivade thnaenet- the ner HEITY Wo 
ain. | £ 
Isatan, chap. xxvi. ver. 20, 21. 9-5 


were for a little moment, untill the indignation be overpaſt, 
iniquity : the earth alſo ſhall diſcloſe her blood, and ſhall no more cover 
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Houwsre yourſelves, my Countrymen!—Bow down 
The ſtubborn neck of Pride! for eaſt, and welt, 
Do Anarchy and Outrage raiſe a ſhout, 

And tempt with blaſphemy the God of Heaven !— 
Humble yourſelves, my Countrymen !—behold, 

Save in this quiet iſle, how Diſcord ſtalks, 

Spoiling the fair Creation. Diſcord, Child 

Of graſping Luſt“, who, many-handed beaſt, 

Seizes whate'er of rich munificence, 

Or plenteous benefit 1s pour'd abroad ; 


From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, 


even of your le that war in your members? 


St. James's epiſtle, 4 chap. 1 verſe. 
B Wallowing 
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Wallowing unprofited, and unendow's, 
Mid all that miniſters to uſe and- joy. 


Why have We ſuch immunity from woe? 
Why is the wrath of heaven averted hence ? 
What have Ws left undone, or what perform'd, 
To appeaſe the God of Juſtice ?—Countrymen— 
With minds not unprepar'd; and conſecrate 
From all imaginations light, and vain, 

From all unholy and polluting things, 

Seek out the hidden cauſe: and if ye find 
(As ſure ye will) no argument to calm 

The humble man* who loves his brethren all, 


And knows their crimes; and night, and morn, puts up 


A ſilent prayer for them who heed him not; 
With deeply-ſmitten, and o'erflowing hearts, 
Turn to the God of Love! 


* Perhaps ſhe owes 
Her ſunſhine, and her rain, her blooming fields, 
And plenteous harveſt, to the prayer he makes, 
When Ifaac-like, the ſolitary ſaint 
Walks forth to meditate at eventide, 
And think of her who thinks not for herſelf, 


CowrER's Task. 


T here 


| * 1 
There is abroad 
| An evil Spirit“; a ſpirit evil and foul, 
Who under fair pretence of modern lights, 
Bs And vain philoſophy, parcels the dole 
Of human happineſs (that quality 
Sought for ſix thouſand tedious years - in vain) 
With laviſh diſtribution! who with ſpeech 


The ſpirit of inſubordination. The ſpirit of political, moral, and reli- 
gious Jacobiniſm. | 


+ I am happy in the opportunity afforded me of introducing the fol- 
lowing ſtriking extract, from ſome lines, intended as a ſatire on the 1288 
winian jargon. 


Some braver ſpirits of the modern ſort 

Affect a Godhead nearer; theſe talk loud 

Of mind and independent intelleQ ; 

And energies omnipotent in man 

And man, of his own fate, Artificer, 

Yea, of his own life, Lord! When time ſhall be 

That life immortal ſhall become an Art, 

And Death by chemic practiſes deceiv d, 

Forego the ſcent, which for ſix thouſand years, 

Like a good hound he's follow'd; and at length 

More manners learning, and a decent ſenſe, 

And reverence of a philoſophic world, 

Relent and ceaſe to prey on carcaſes,— 
CaarLEs LANs. 


B 2 Dreſt 
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Dreſt up in metaphyſick eloquence, 

And eked out plauſibly with abſtract phraſe, 
Would ſnatch from God himſelf the agency 
Of good and ill!—would ſpoil for ornament, 
+ Particular and relative, this univerſe; 
Where circumſcribed frailty and defect“, 


+ The modern philoſophy rejects all reſtraints upon paſhons not unamiable 
in themſelves, and conſiders the indulgence of them as a natural right, for- 
getting, that moral temperaments obtain their character of good or ill, from 
what they immediately have a reference to. For inſtance, friendſhip may in 
the abſtract be denominated a virtue; but if it interfere with the intereſts 
of our country, or the intereſts of our family, its character is altogether 
changed. Love, the moſt virtuous in itſelf, may be unlawful, Benevolence 
may deſerve the name of Prodigality, There is no paſſion, therefore, how- 
ever it may ſeem to ſuit the nature of man, with regard to which, in its na- 
ked and ſeparate character, we may affirm an univerſal right to influence the 
conduct. Modern philoſophy rejects the doctrine of obedience—in ſhort, 

every inſtitution which ſuppoſes man (as he certainly is in general) rather a 
| creature of habits forced upon him, than of ſelf-derived principles: it forgets 
| that virtue is a principle of computation, ſubſtracting from one diſpoſition 
in order to give to another—leaning always to thoſe qualities the moſt ſuſ- 
| | ceptible of indefinite progreſſion : and at times demanding the ſacrifice of a 
| s right eye,” or a © right hand.” Modern philoſophy is always ſeeking for 
| the full perfection of body, and the full perfection of mind --for luſt and in- 
tellect for pleaſure and wiſdom !---Poſſeſſions how incompatible ! 


* Jacobiniſm only concerns itſelf with rights---Chriſtianity enjoins duties, 
This by a ſummary juſtice would extirpate evil---That teaches to ſanCtify it 
by abiding patiently under its uſurpation, 


And 


121 

- And harmleſs prejudice- , and diſcipline, 
Lead on the ſocial, and religious man, 
(A thing more ſenſitive than rational, 
Whom one poor unrepealable reſtraint 
More benefits than thouſand ab/traf truths) 
To gifted penitence, and righteous rule, 
And meek ſuſpenſion of the human will, 
Till He imbibe the Heaven-evolved lore 
Of wiſdom and divine Philoſophy, 
Through many a fruitful, and unfruitful age 
Piouſly regiſter'd! And fo prepar'd, - 

By patient noting of the miniſteries 

Of Heaven below; in ſhadows manifeſt ; 
And dim relations; binding ages paſt, 
With preſent times, and ages yet unborn ; 
By perſevering patience ſo prepar'd, 


+ When I ſpeak of harmleſs prejudice, I would not be ſuppoſed to recom- 
mend prejudice for its own ſake ; but while the human will remains depraved 
as it is, and the direction of the human powers equivocal as it has been, 
is, and 1s likely to be, it ſhould ſeem that habits, though they be not 
founded on immutable rules, if they act as a check on licentiouſneſs, ought 
to be reſpected, as leading to a ſtate far preferable to that which leaves man 
unfortified, and open to all the falſe theories, and falſe lights of ignorant 


and deſigning perſons. 
(And 


rr 


[6] 
(And mind that loves to find a good in evil, 
Not baniſh evil for uncertain good.) 
The vaſt proceſſion of created beings, 
The Will that links the vile elements, 
In a perpetuated influence, | 
To Higheſt natures, He ſhall comprehend: 
Till the magnificence of forms unveil'd 
The univerſal world ſhall ſeem to him 
A ſcene of order, and progreſſive joy, 


A blaze of light where God himſelf transfus'd 
Lives in no fabled g e 


This foul ſpirit 
God's holy place icreyerently treading, 
Breaks its ſolemnities, and ſhameleſs brings, 
Scandal on many a ſacred ordinance, 
It mocks neglected worth, and ſecret grief,“ 
That dare not lift a ſtreaming eye to Heaven ! 
It promiſeth the beauteous fruit of peace, 
And virtue's coronet, no trial paſt, 
No fiery anguiſh of the human will 
Quench'd with ſweet drops of mercy ! 


All retroſpective feelings, and duties, repentance, &c, are baniſhed from 
Mr, Godwin's creed, 


SEE POLITICAL JUSTICE. 


'T would 
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Twould revoke 
The judgment+ and the privilege annex d 
To Wealth, and Talents, Influence, and Power 
Twould ſnatch the promis'd bleſſing from the poor, 
Hatching an obſtinate ſedition 
From pamper'd luſt and infidel deſpair; 
And blot out from its calendar of grace 
Faith and forbearance ; and deride the heart 
That ſeeks in this * tempeſtuous ſtate of things,” 
To live a life whoſe inoffenſive rule 
Owes not its charter to the earth's wiſe men, 


How were the graces of the mind produc'd ? 
Did not omniſcient Deity defer 
To baniſh hence, the appointed difference 
Of ſtates, and things, of joys, and earthly ſtores, 
Of office, and magnificence, and rank, 
Which ſome miſ-named wiſe affect to call 


+ The judgment and the privilege. 

By the firſt I mean the temptations connected with theſe endowments, and 
the condemnation conſequent on yielding to them : and by the ſecond, the 
means which they afford of enlarging the ſphere of individual uſefulneſs. Man 
may try but he will never make of this any other than a ſcene of probation. 
We carry in ourſelves the poiſon to permanent happineſs---we muſt have va- 
riety, and without the external ſhiftings of good and evil, while we remain 

with 


[4] 
(Maſking their hate in ſcoin) human abuſe, 
A vicious uſurpation ?2—Countrymen,— 
Beware of theſe, ſo opulent in ſpeech, 
So fair and plauſible,— beware of theſe _ 
For they would ſeparate what their God has join'd 
In myſtic co-exiſtence, evil and good, | 
Pleaſure and Pain, Honour and Infamy !— 
This is a ſcheme of means—we vainly look 
For ends, or reſting-places here obtain'd |— 
Where were temptation Vice annihilate? 
Could Charity exiſt where never came 
The ills of perſecution? Love perform 
Its perfect work where Hate inflicts no wound? 
Could pity weep had man no miſeries? 
Meekneſs endure did proud men ne'cr prevail? 
Or Faith with fixed eye, be crown'd above 
Did not ſome clouds obſcure the moral world? 


with our preſent natures, we ſhould be more miſerable than we are at pre- 
ſent. How much more exalted that philoſophy, which repreſenting us as 
fewards, teaches us to conſider ourſelves as accountable for the uſe of all that 
we poſſeſs, and to hold it with a ſubdued attachment, moreover to be patient 
under its privation; than that, which conſidering us as maſters, repreſents all 
relative inequality as an inſupportable injuſtice ; making us tenacious of 
fruition till it becomes anguiſh, and impatient of want till it becomes deſpair, 


I alk 
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I aſk of Thee, thou poor oppreſſed Man, 
Who friendleſs feel'ſt thyſelf, ſave when thou turn'ſt 
To the everlaſting friend—I aſk of Thee 
Whoſe actions never have been underſtood, 
Whom falſely-fixed blame (attach'd to deeds 
| Inexplicable, fave to the All-ſeeing One) 

Has led a ſuperficial world to caſt 

Among its vile diſhonourable things ;— 

I aſk of thee, whether the darkeſt hour 

Of man's rejection, has not brought a boon 
Thou prizeſt more than worlds.—Thou lovedſt all, 
And perhaps thou lovedſt Ons, a fellow being, 
Better than life itſelf—thou hadſt a ſoul 

Of deepeſt, tendereſt feeling—yet for thee 
There was a fix'd and ſecret interdict 

Inwoven in the myſtery of thy fate, 

Which blaſted all thy promiſes of joy! 

It ſeem'd that thou wert guilty—'twas not ſo! 
Thou wert what proud men call unfortunate |— 
I aſk of thee again oppreſſed man, | 
If this withdrawing of all goodly things, 

All the deſirable bleſſings of the earth, 


Has not more wrought in thee; more ſolid peace, 
C | More 


19 
More quiet joy, and heavenly grace, produc'd 
Than aught a ſmiling providence could give? | 


And theſe reſources which we ne'er foreſee, 


But which experience ſanctified by Heaven 


Holds it moſt ſafe to truſt, this evil ſpirit 
Would utterly deſtroy ; impatient ever 

Of preſent ill; and ne'er from pious faith 
Truſting that all things tend to happineſs — 
This evil ſpirit miſnamed Liberty 
Licenttouſneſs mong wiſe men deem'd, and call'd 
By angels #/aſphemy ; rejects a God 

Not ſeeing as man ſees; who ſets at nought 


All earthly wiſdom, and of ſmalleſt things 


Works mighty marvels of ſtupendous power | 


But heed not, Countrymen, the Bbleating Wolf ! 
Humble yourſelves before the God of Heaven 
Remembering ſtill that Liberty ne'er comes 


Where* more of wiſhes, more of luſts intrude. 
Than human. ſkill has power to gratify ! 


That Liberty comes not with laws relax'd ; 


He is the freeman whom the truth makes free, and all are ſlaves beſide. 
With 


L 


With troublous oppoſition; and with rude 
And boiſterous promiſe, that futurity 

Bleſt with the fluſh of proſperous event, 

And grac'd with revel joys, ſhall put to ſhame 
The pale experience. Rather Liberty 

Thou liv'ſt with ſocial confidence and peace! 
Where reaſoning from the unfallacious paſt, 


We truſt with ſweet and ſober certainty 
The iſſue of the meditated deed. — 


Or rather Liberty thou lov'ſt to dwell 
Where perſonal honour, not defined rules ; 
Where manly generoſity, and pride 

That ſhrinks from every ſtain; not civic laws 
That force us to be free, till freedom's ſelf 
Becomes a galling ſervitude, are found! 


Then bow yourſelves, my Countrymen, and own 
That in a world where voluntary ſlaves 

Exiſt by millions ; wretched ſlaves to vice— 

That in a world where victims to the ſword, 
Famine, and peſtilence, are ſwept away 

As ſummer inſets by an eaſtern blaſt, — | 
Th: in a world like this—you're BLEST and FREE! 


FINIS, 
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